
Information Management 

Like most industries, education has become more and more reliant on data.  This 

takes on many forms, from the data we use to measure students’ performance and 

progress to the data that lets us effectively plan and manage our building sched-

ules.  While this does not seem like a curriculum topic, much of the work that is 

done throughout the district is driven by the body of information we possess from 

the various parts of our school community. 

Next year we will begin using a new Student Information System (SIS) called As-

pen, produced by Follett.  Toward the end of the summer you will receive more 

specific information about this new system and how to access it.  It adds several 

new features that should make managing your information and interacting with the 

school district more streamlined.  Perhaps most important is the system's ability to 

provide a customized interface based upon the individual login of each student, 

parent, staff member or administrator, providing the user with the data most im-

portant to them. 

The SIS committee’s goal, by the end of next school year, is to have Aspen func-

tion as a one stop shop for everything a student or parent may need - things like 

making access to specific forms and documents available from the parent and stu-

dent portals and then letting these forms be completed online and submitted direct-

ly into the system.  Of course the system will also provide the standard schedule 

and grade data, but with individualized access, students will only see their own 

portal and parents will be able to access information for every child they may have 

attending Bernards Township Schools. 

On the back end, teachers and administrators will be better able to visualize data 

and run reports to measure student growth, create groups for differentiation and 

look at student performance across the district.  Also, the new SIS will help us 

streamline many administrative processes and create more efficient and clear 

workflows. We hope that  this translates into a better experience for all parents and 

students. 

In this issue you will find articles to help you work with your children through the 

summer in Mathematics and ELA, learn how our media centers continue to trans-

form into modern learning spaces, and other updates from across the content areas. 

I hope you find them all useful and enjoyable! 

Dr. Brian Heineman, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

Greetings from the 
Curriculum Department 
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Dear Parents: 

Summer teems with opportunity: time to escape, time to get some sand between your toes, some sun on 

your face and some water on your back.  Time to spend with family and experience new things. 

This parenthesis between school years is a wonderful opportunity for kids to become engrossed in good 

books.  Several studies, going back decades, confirm what common sense tells us: the more you practice 

reading, the better you get; the more you surround yourself with words and ideas, the more keen your per-

ception, the more sophisticated your expression, the higher your achievement.  
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English Language Arts - Independent Reading 
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Scholastic, Inc. “Open a World of Possible.” 

I’ve written to you before about the importance of parental involvement in a child’s reading life.  Foster-

ing a love of reading in the home and modeling good reading habits for your children has a greater impact 

on a child’s reading ability than household income.  According to an infographic published by the Nation-

al Parent Teacher Association, “When parents read with their children and provide access to books, chil-

dren read more and classroom scores rise significantly.”    Oxford University Press writes that that “the 

biggest single indicator of whether a child is going to thrive at school and in work is whether or not they 

read for pleasure.  Young people who read outside of class are 13 times more likely to read above the   

http://www.scholastic.com/worldofpossible/#research
http://www.pta.org/files/FileDownloads/NPTA_Amazon%20Infographic_v4.pdf
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expected level for their age.”  When you consider that children spend approximately 900 hours a year in 

school versus 7,800 hours outside school, a ratio cited by Scholastic, the importance of fostering an inde-

pendent reading life becomes clear. 

An independent reading life is even more crucial to avoid the “summer slide,” a phrase used to describe the 

loss of learning and skill that can result from lack of regular practice. 

I am a runner, though I admit that I run less regularly now that I have young children.  If even a month 

goes by without running, I cannot run as far or as fast as I did when I was practicing regularly.  The same 

applies to reading.  Consider what the effect would be if your child did not read for three months.  Would 

you expect her reading ability to remain unchanged? 

Yet, maintaining or expanding your child’s reading powers is only a preamble.  Ultimately, we want our 

children to read when we are not looking, to have their own reading life - to have a means of learning that 

is independent of institutions. 

In the lazy, hazy days of summer, with its fireworks, pool parties and family vacations, provide your child 

opportunities to become engrossed in good books.   

Here are some resources to help: 

 5 Ways of Getting Your Kids to Read (and Like Doing it!) This Summer  
 How to Help a Teen Choose a Book from Read, Write, Think 
 Book Selection Tips from Scholastic 
 Book Suggestions from Amazon and the National PTA 
 Barnes & Noble Books for Kids 
 National PTA: When Families Read Together, Learning Happens! 

 

David Hunscher, Supervisor, English Language Arts 
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English Language Arts - Independent Reading (cont’d) 

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-raise-reader/5-ways-getting-your-kids-to-read-and-doing-it-summer
http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-resources/tips-howtos/help-teen-choose-book-30111.html
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/book-selection-tips/book-recommendations-choosing-great-books-children
http://www.amazon.com/gp/feature.html?docId=1001068141
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/childrens-books-kids-books/379003144
http://www.pta.org/programs/familyreading.cfm?ItemNumber=4735&navItemNumber=4766


“The play’s the thing” in 8th 

Grade Language Arts  
 

Spring is a time for culmination 

and collaboration.  In ELA clas-

ses across the grades, students 

continue to develop as writers. 

 The end of the school year is a 

particularly auspicious time for 

students to synthesize what they 

have been working on all year in 

new and creative ways.  One 

shining example of this is in 8th 

grade Language Arts where our 

students engage in a project 

called "Inspired by True 

Events." It involves a collabora-

tive approach to writing where 

students select a news article to 

read. The article is then adapted 

into an original full-length play 

script using Google Docs. The 

script goes through many revi-

sions and practices, and then is 

performed on the WAMS stage 

with full costumes, lights, and 

props in front of the other grade 

8 Language Arts classes. The 

audience compares the dramati-

zation to the original articles. 

 This project brings together stu-

dents’ year-long study of jour-

nalistic nonfiction and drama 

and engages students as creative 

writers, critical thinkers, collabo-

rators and communicators. 

 

The teachers have been very im-

pressed with our 8th graders’ 

diligence, excitement and pride 

in their work.  One teacher com-

mented, “Their determination to 

craft a well-composed play for 

their peers/teachers is impres-

sive. Their courage and willing-

ness to perform the play in front 

of their peers is overwhelming. 

It is truly a gift to see them rise 

to the occasion and experience 

the accomplishment of a job well 

done!” 

 

and Behaviors for Student Suc-

cess to support National College 

and Career Readiness Initiatives. 

After an initial review and com-

parison to our current models, 

our program already meets or 

exceeds most of these new 

standards, mindsets, and behav-

iors.  In support of our second 

District goal and in concert with 

other curriculum departments, 

the Counseling Department had 

already been planning to en-

hance our program in the areas 

of social and emotional learning 

and health.  This will tie to sev-

eral of the self-management and 

social skills referred to in the 

Mindsets document, as well as 

some of the ethical standards we 

The American School Counselor 

Association (ASCA) is a nation-

al organization that provides 

standards and ethics followed by 

School Counselors in most 

schools.  As you may recall, the 

Bernards Township Counseling 

Curriculum was established over 

the past few summers to memo-

rialize our practices and tie our 

activities to both ASCA and 

New Jersey State Standards.  We 

concluded the K-12 curriculum 

writing with the middle school 

curriculum last summer. 

However, in the fall of 2016, 

ASCA released revised Ethical 

Standards for Counselors and 

new guidelines called Mindsets 

feel need to be strengthened. The 

curriculum will be updated ac-

cordingly. 

Improvement of the social, emo-

tional, health and well-being out-

comes for students is our prima-

ry focus.  Programming and cur-

riculum changes have been/are 

being made to better align with 

both the old and new standards 

and guidelines, but most im-

portantly, with students in mind. 

The Counseling Department 

looks forward to a continued 

partnership with Bernards Town-

ship families. 

 

Jillian Shadis, Supervisor 

School Counseling 
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English Language Arts - Curriculum Spotlight 

https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/home/MindsetsBehaviors.pdf
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/home/MindsetsBehaviors.pdf
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/
http://bernardsboe-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Public/View/Default?PHPSESSID=tvbkedrrr4tt078fupnlf287r1&&PHPSESSID=tvbkedrrr4tt078fupnlf287r1
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/Ethics/EthicalStandards2016.pdf
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/Ethics/EthicalStandards2016.pdf
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/home/MindsetsBehaviors.pdf
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Latin, A Dead Language?   

Absolutely not! 

 

Bernards Township students ex-

cel in many areas and Latin is 

consistently recognized as one of 

our highest achieving programs.  

Our district has a long lasting 

love with this fascinating course 

of study that opens our students’ 

eyes to the language, mysteries 

and drama of ancient Greece and 

Rome.   The National Junior 

Classical League states that “Its 

purpose is to encourage an inter-

est in and an appreciation of the 

language, literature and culture 

of ancient Greece and Rome and 

to impart an understanding of the 

debt of our own culture to that of 

Classical antiquity.”  This is tru-

ly demonstrated throughout our 

program that begins in 4th and 

5th grade and continues through 

middle and high school. Our stu-

dents become highly proficient 

in Latin therefore building their 

proficiency in English and as 

well as other languages.  Their 

studies help them form a deeper 

understanding of our own politi-

cal and social systems and set 

the stage for a future of higher 

learning.  In addition to the in-

class instruction, the Latin stu-

dents have several external op-

portunities to test their 

knowledge and share their pas-

sion for the subject.   

 

Each year, beginning in 7th 

grade, our students volunteer to 

participate in the National Latin 

Exam. This year, of the 265 stu-

dents who elected to take this 

exam, which assesses the intrica-

cies of the language mixed with 

literature, history and mytholo-

gy, 11 had perfect scores and 

201 earned awards.  Further-

more, in the last 16 years, 9 stu-

dents from Ridge have won the 

National Latin Exam Scholar-

ship.  Only 21 of these scholar-

ships are awarded internationally 

each year.  The scholarship is 

worth $2,000 and is renewable 

for every year that the student 

studies Latin in college. 

 

Latin students also participate 

annually in the Montclair Clas-

sics Day Academic contests 

where for the last 8 years Ridge 

has placed 1st or 2nd in the state. 

 

Each year, WAMS and Ridge 

host several Certamen teams at 

Princeton University.  Certamen 

is a competition run by the NJ 

Junior Classical League (NJJCL) 

in which teams of 5 from various 

schools battle to show their 

knowledge of facts about classi-

cal civilizations and the Latin 

language.  Students on these 

teams practice tirelessly to pre-

pare to be the best and often 

place in the top 3 spots in their 

level.  Winners then compete at 

the State Competition where this 

year (and several others) one of 

Ridge’s teams was crowned the 

State Champions. 

 

Our Ridge Latin Club brings it 

all together with monthly meet-

ings that celebrate feasts, host 

musical performances and pre-

pare school-wide events.  This 

club has fostered a true love of 

Latin and offers our students an 

opportunity to become leaders 

among their peers and build 

friendships that last.  Further-

more, students in the club have 

gone on to become state officers 

in the NJJCL. This year, 5 Ridge 

Students serve on the state board 

and next year there will be 8. 

 

Some people say that Latin is a 

dead language.  For students in 

Bernards Township this is cer-

tainly not the case.  Just come to 

Ridge HS this June 5th after 

school to see our students battle 

outside with homemade chariots 

and siege weapons.  Stay for our 

Latin Feast afterward to cele-

brate the victories.  It is clear 

through participation in contests 

and activities, as well as the fact 

that many students continue to 

study Latin for all 4 years in HS, 

that the Ridge Latin program is 

top notch. Many thanks to the 

outstanding teaching staff and 

supportive administrators and 

parents who make it all possible. 

 

Katherine Stotler, Supervisor, 

World Languages  
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Embracing Traditional 

Needs while Evolving with 

Changing Times: How the K

-5 Media Centers are Sup-

porting the Students of Ber-

nards Township 

 

Decorated with student work from 

an array of grades and classes and 

hosting extensive collections of fic-

tion and nonfiction to appeal to eve-

ry interest and reading level, the 

library has long been a hub of learn-

ing in any school building.  Evolv-

ing times, however, have seen con-

siderable changes in libraries- the 

first of which being that the name 

“library” has since been replaced 

with terms like “media center” and 

“cybrary.”  The endless stacks of 

books have been condensed to 

make room for computer terminals 

and defunct audio cassettes, VHS 

tapes, and even DVDs have been 

moved to rarely visited storage are-

as as content has moved to an 

online, streaming platforms.  With 

all of these changes taking place, 

how are the media centers at Cedar 

Hill School, Liberty Corner School, 

Mount Prospect School, and Oak 

Street School adapting to the times 

without losing sight of the integral 

role that they play in helping to fos-

ter a love of literature? 

Currently, all students K-5 students 

rotate through the media center on 

an established schedule.  Generally, 

the time that students spend in the 

media center during this rotation is 

spent on two main tasks: 1) A les-

son component and 2) book selec-

tion.  The book selection compo-

nent is how the media center con-

tinues to carry out its traditional 

“library” role.  Dedicated time is set 

aside for all students to browse the 

stacks and find books of interest to 

read and enjoy.  The media special-

ists and library aides are well-

versed in the materials on hand and 

apply their expertise to help match 

students with books that will both 

engage their interests and match 

their reading levels.  Further, the 

media specialists in Bernards 

Township have developed a work-

ing rapport with the public library 

and routinely borrow resources to 

enhance the offerings already avail-

able in the district.  Despite the ad-

dition of computers and work spac-

es, dedicated quiet areas with seat-

ing remain for students to immedi-

ately delve into the books that they 

have selected from the stacks.  The 

traditional role of the library re-

mains alive and well within the me-

dia centers at Bernards Township. 

It is in the lesson component of 

each student’s visit to the media 

center where the changing times 

and evolving needs of schools have 

brought new purpose.  Since stu-

dents do pass through the media 

center on a cyclical rotation, the 

media specialists have branched out 

and collaborated with staff across 

the building in order to enrich the 

lessons taught in the media center.  

The lessons in the media center are 

not stand alone lessons but, rather, 

are being designed collaboratively 

to take lessons from the classroom 

and extend them beyond what could 

previously be accomplished.  The 

evolving partnerships between the 

computer teachers and media spe-

cialists in each elementary building 

serves as a beacon for the type of 

enrichment that we are hoping to 

achieve through a coordination of 

projects and endeavors.  Students 

cycle through both the computer lab 

and the media center and, in the 

past, students would be exposed to 

two different lessons and skill sets 

during a cycle.  The vision being 

developed is that students apply the 

common skills in both the computer 

lab and the media center to a com-

mon or overlapping objective in 

order to make better use of the time 

and optimize the development of 

those skills. 

New resources are being added to 

the media centers in order to aid 

this vision and increase collabora-

tion on curricular projects.  Earlier 

this school year, each K-5 media 

center received Lego Mindstorm 

EV-3 Kits.   

 

During both media center and com-

puter lab lessons, students are being 

exposed to the engineering design 

and problem solving processes as 

well as receiving exposure to the 

basics of writing computer code.  

The extent of this exposure and the 

Page 6 

 

CU RRI CULUM  & I NST RU C T ION 

 

Science and Technology 



V OLU ME  3 ,  IS SU E 2  

level of challenge varies with grade 

level, but the media specialists and 

computer teachers have also added 

“scenarios” to their challenges that 

create connections to topics from 

science, social studies, mathemat-

ics, and English language arts.  In 

some cases, students are simply 

programming a pre-built robot, in 

other scenarios students are assem-

bling and programming one of a 

series of pre-provided blueprints for 

a robot, and in culminating scenari-

os students design, build, and pro-

gram a robot of their own based 

upon provided parameters.  Some 

example robots are depicted below.

 

 

The availability of the Lego Mind-

storm kits has sparked student inter-

est and created a demand to work 

with these curricular materials.  The 

media specialists are currently 

working with administration to 

open up opportunities to work with 

the kits beyond the lessons afforded 

by the established rotating cycle.   

 

Supplementing the Lego kits are 

Little Bits- small, connectable com-

ponents that allow students to in-

vent and create interactive systems. 

 

The individual bits work together 

like a series of dominos in order to 

accomplish a task with students 

having considerable oversight in 

designing the pathway to accom-

plish that task.  Like the Lego Kits, 

students are using the Little Bits to 

gain experience solving problems 

and applying the engineering design 

process.  Often, multiple students 

will collaborate on a single robot or 

series of bits in order to accomplish 

a group task.  The image below, 

taken from a Little Bits manual, 

depicts how a series of bits can be 

used to create a musical synthesizer 

but the combinations and activities 

are limitless. 

  

 

 

While quiet “library” space remains 

for individual students to read liter-

ature of their choosing, the new 

demands impressed upon media 

centers have given rise to a flexible 

spaces for group work: “Maker 

Spaces.”  Maker Spaces embedded 

in media centers vary from place to 

place but the purpose is the same: 

provide students with the resources 

and opportunities to apply what 

they are learning in innovative and 

exciting ways.  The media center 

remains a hub for learning but has 

blossomed into far more than a qui-

et room with books and internet 

access.  The vision of the media 

center is still being shaped and each 

school is experimenting with the 

most effective methods of imple-

menting new resources in response 

to the changing needs of the stu-

dents but one thing is certain- the 

media centers will continue to pro-

vide students access to opportuni-

ties and materials to extend learning 

in ways that address their individual 

interests and needs. 

 

Additional information on Lego 

Mindstorms available at: 

https://www.lego.com/en-us/

mindstorms/products/mindstorms-

ev3-31313 

 

Additional information about Little 

Bits available at: 

https://littlebits.cc/shop/kits 

 

Thomas Misiak, Supervisor of  

Science & Technology 
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https://www.lego.com/en-us/mindstorms/products/mindstorms-ev3-31313
https://www.lego.com/en-us/mindstorms/products/mindstorms-ev3-31313
https://www.lego.com/en-us/mindstorms/products/mindstorms-ev3-31313
https://littlebits.cc/shop/kits


The Arts...A Place to Leave Stress Behind  
A personal reflection of the school year that has gone by 
 

“Dad, I can’t believe how fast the school year has gone by.  It seems much faster than when we were in 

first grade!”  After some conversation with my fourth grader about how it is pretty much the same amount 

of time each year (she seemed perplexed by that statement!), my ritual car ride to school began a series of 

self-reflective thoughts about the past several months, not only as a father, but as a school administrator 

and educator, but more importantly, as a human. 

Our days and years seem to go by much quicker than they did years ago, and that is without a doubt due to 

the schedules we all keep: getting to work and school, participating in school sponsored activities and 

sports; and then there are the “things” that we do that are not related to school that easily gobble up the re-

maining precious hours before we get ready to do it again the next day.  When do you find the time to un-

wind?  It is becoming ever more difficult to watch the evening news without building some level of anxiety 

which ultimately leads to a horrible night’s sleep, leading to a challenge to get through the rigors of the dai-

ly “routine” I spoke about earlier. 

One of my roles as the district Arts administrator is to advocate for the Arts…all of them!  Choose one…

we have many!  Whether your pleasure is playing an instrument, dancing or acting on stage, or painting on 

a canvas…maybe it is in creating a fine piece of furniture or programming a Vex robot, the Arts provide a 

place for everyone to take a break from the challenges of each day and destress.   

There are certainly many benefits children (and adults) can receive from the Arts.  Here are a few: 

ENCOURAGE HARMONIOUS DEVELOPMENT 

A key performing arts benefit is that it allows learners to showcase their talents.  The realization of a stu-

dent’s potential is vital for his or her harmonious development.  Performing arts therefore assists in the cre-

ation of a well-rounded individual having many skills.  In fact, performing dance has an incredible impact 

on how a child grows.  It may increase general fitness and also improve posture. 

THE ARTS PREPARE STUDENTS FOR SUCCESS IN SCHOOL 

Arts instruction and arts integrated instruction – lessons teaching skills and content of an art and non-art 

subject in tandem – engage students and increase learning and achievement.  Arts education helps students 

become better readers and writers.   

English Language Arts:  Drama instruction, for example, increases reading readiness and word fluency in 

early grades and continues to improve reading comprehension and writing skills throughout middle and 

high school.1  

Mathematics:  Students who study the arts, especially music, outperform their non-arts peers on mathemat-

ics assessments.  Arts integrated math instruction also facilitates mastery of computation and estimation 

skills, and challenging concepts like fractions.2, 3 

Critical Thinking:  In a world where students must often navigate through the waters of information to de-

termine which factors are trustworthy and relevant to a particular topic, critical thinking skills are key to 

college readiness and lifelong learning.  Arts education develops students’ critical thinking skills – includ-

ing skills for comparing, hypothesizing, critiquing, and exploring multiple and alternative viewpoints.4, 5  
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ENHANCE INTELLIGENCE 

Drama and acting lesson enhance both the communication and intelligence levels in students.  Experts be-

lieve that when students work with scripts, reading and general knowledge is improved.  Improvisations of 

certain scenes in a play help to develop self-expression and imagination.  In addition, acting encourages 

diligence, calmness, self-discipline and fulfillment. 

21st CENTURY SKILLS 

Richard Gurin, CEO, Binney and Smith, says “We believe the skills the arts teach – creative thinking, 

problem-solving, risk-taking, teamwork and communications – are precisely the tools the workforce of to-

morrow will need.  If we don’t encourage students to master these skills through quality arts instruction 

today, how can we ever expect them to succeed in their highly competitive business careers tomorrow?”  

The arts develop reasoning skills that prepare students to solve problems.  Students learn to express their 

intentions, receive and offer constructive criticism, and listen actively to others’ ideas. 

Tomorrow is a new day that begins with our morning ritual to school and work. “Yes, Jordyn, the school 

year has certainly moved by quickly this year!”  My goal as an Arts administrator is to advocate for my de-

partments, assisting in any way I can to help them have the tools to reach all students.  As a parent, my goal 

is to advocate for my children to become those “lifelong learners” we all speak about, while at the same 

time finding ways to slow down that quickly ending school year.  That’s my job… in and out of school. 

 Resources: 

Arts Education Partnership 
National Association for Music Education 

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies 

National Endowment for the Arts 
Psychology Today 

Citations: 
1Ingram, D., & Riedel, E., (2003). Arts for academic achievement: What does arts integration do for students? Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, Col-

lege of Education and Human Development, Center for Applied Research and Educational Improvement. 
2Courey, S. J., Balogh, E., Siker, J. R., & Paik, J. (2012). Academic music: music instruction to engage third-grade students in learning basic fraction concepts. 

Educational Studies in Mathematics, 81, 251-278. 
3Smithrim, K., & Upitis, R. (2005). Learning through the arts: Lessons of engagement. Canadian Journal of Education, 28, 109-127. 
4Heath, S. B., Soep, E., & Roach, A. (1998). Living the arts through language-learning: A report on community-based youth organizations. American for the Arts 

Monographs, 2(7). 
5Montgomerie, D., & Ferguson, J. (1999). Bears don’t need phonics: An examination of the role of drama in laying the foundations for critical thinking in the 

reading process. Research in Drama Education: The Journal of Applied Theatre and Performance, 4, 11-20. 

 

Michael Fackelman, Supervisor, Visual & Performing Arts|21st Century Learning Skills 
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Over spring break, the Bernards Township community watched as the Great Oak Tree was finally brought 

down after months of planning.  The timelapse video below, prepared by The Historical Society of Somer-

set Hills, makes it almost look like it was an easy task! 

https://youtu.be/0RpM_HkDLKs 

Students throughout the Bernards Township schools are participating in the commemoration of the tree in a 

variety of ways.  Although for many this is a sad event, this has also been a unique opportunity for our stu-

dents to consider how the tree has come to symbolize Bernards Township and what it means to our com-

munity as it is coming down.   

The first event was a t-shirt contest at William Annin Middle School.  Over 30 designs were created by the 

students.  The winning design was created by 6th grader Hannah Shen.  On Wednesday April 12, a check 

for $3277.00 was presented to the Historical Society of Somerset Hills, who has been sponsoring the com-

munity outreach portion of the Basking Ridge Historic Oak Project. The winning design, pictured below 

with Hannah, was also used by Keiling Tree Care.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

To participate and get a commemorative limited edition shirt you can order below or visit 

https://www.booster.com/oaktree - For additional information on the historic Basking Ridge oak tree, 

events, history, and to donate, please visit www.baskingridgeoaktree.org 

Every year, third grade students in Bernards Township learn about the history of Bernards Township.  The 

students visit the Brick Academy and, weather permitting, take a walking tour of downtown Basking 

Ridge.  On the tour they learn about the history of the township, including important landmarks.  One of 

the stops on the walking tour has always been a visit to the Great Old Oak Tree.  Future students will still 

be able to visit the remaining stump and learn about the history of the tree.  Many of our students are par-

ticipating in The Historical Society’s “Tree Views” essay contest.  Historians with the Historical Society 

visited the third grade students and shared stories about the tree and helped the students begin to think 

about the stories the tree might be able to tell.  All entries will be included in “The Basking Ridge Historic 

Oak Tree Project,” a book compiling reflections about the tree from our youngest community members! 

 

Kristin Fox, Supervisor, Social Studies 
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Social Studies 

WAMS 6th Grade t shirt design winner Hannah Shen presents a check for $3277 

to Brooks Betz,  THSSH Trustee for the Historic Oak Tree Project. 

https://youtu.be/0RpM_HkDLKs
https://www.booster.com/oaktree
http://www.baskingridgeoaktree.org/


V OLU ME  3 ,  IS SU E 2  

How Can I Help My Child Learn Mathematics?  Promoting Number Sense in Young Children 

 

Many parents would agree that reading to children from birth through childhood is extremely valuable to a child’s 

development.  There is a focus on learning sounds, developing speech, and recognizing letters, among other neces-

sary skills.  When children learn how to speak, read, and write, they do not just memorize the alphabet; rather they 

develop a broad understanding of how language works.  This same understanding can be easily applied to mathemati-

cal thinking.  Students develop into better mathematicians when they have an understanding of the concepts, not just 

a memorization of facts. 

 

Most experts would agree that the main focus for young children in mathematics education should be to develop the 

concept of number sense.  This term is often used in a broad, overarching manner to describe a variety of things in-

cluding: 

 Sense of what numbers mean 

 Ability to look at the world in terms of quantity and numbers 

 Ability to make comparisons between quantities 

 Flexibility and fluidity with numbers and problems 

 Ability to perform mental math 

 Ability to determine the reasonableness of an answer 

 Ability to determine the appropriate and/or efficient strategy for solving a problem 

Broadly speaking, it is not enough for students to say that 2 + 3 = 5 simply because they memorized a fact and they 

repeat it.  Students with strong number sense should be able to look at that problem and picture putting 2 objects with 

3 objects to make a total of 5 objects.  They should recognize that it means that “3 more than 2 is 5.”  They should be 

able to reason that since 2+3 =5, it makes sense that the answer to 2+4 is 6, because 4 is one more than 3, so the an-

swer should be one more than 5.  Students should then be able to understand in future years that since 2 + 3 = 5, it is 

logical that 200 + 300 = 500 and even later that 2x + 3x = 5x.   

 

The elementary mathematics curriculum is designed to help teach a variety of strategies to students in hopes that they 

can grow into flexible problem solvers.  However, there is also a great deal that you can do with children outside of 

school to help develop number sense.  For some specific strategies, please see here: https://docs.google.com/

document/d/1KixIT_r9Sp6UvDQvBOSDxwp-KkH_j5XXl_QPBY3XCHI/edit?usp=sharing 

 

As a parent, your main goal to promote mathematical thinking should be to help your child(ren) become familiar with 

numbers and how to use them.  Just as you make reading part of your everyday routine, try to do the same with math-

ematics.  This will help your child develop into a confident mathematician! 

 

For additional suggestions, check out this article: 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rebecca-palacios/children-making-sense-of-_b_6264096.html 

 

Kristen Wolff, Supervisor, Mathematics 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KixIT_r9Sp6UvDQvBOSDxwp-KkH_j5XXl_QPBY3XCHI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KixIT_r9Sp6UvDQvBOSDxwp-KkH_j5XXl_QPBY3XCHI/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rebecca-palacios/children-making-sense-of-_b_6264096.html

